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Airliner crew reports

FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANCHORAGE. Alaska — The
Federal Aviation Administration
says it cannot explain strange
flashing lights that spooked the
crew members of a Japan Air
Lines 747 cargo plane as it flew
over northern Alaska last month.

“We are not investigating as
there is nothing to investigate,”
Paul Steucke, FAA spokesman in

UFO inquiry reopened

ANCHORAGE. Alaska — The Fed-
t7ai Aviation Administration has re-
~-orned its inquiry into what happened
Y2 right a Japan Air Lines Boeing 747
(2rgo crew reported seeing UFOs over
/A'aska, an FAA spokesman said Satur-
(tIR

~ ¥AA investigators interviewed
i:2pt. Kenju Terauchi. the pilot, for a
¢=cond time Friday and are reviewing
r.:.dar records from the evening of Nov.
17, when an unexplained bli p appeared
en radar screens as the JAL crew
feported seeing mysterious lights.

Thereason we're exploringitis that it
" as a violation of airspace,” FAA
waxesman Paul Steucke said.
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Anchorage. said Tuesday.

He said the military has been un-
able — or unwilling — to provide
any information to explain the inci-
dent. “They're saying nothing,"
Steucke said.

The incident began at 6:19 p.m.
on Nov. 17 as the JAL plane was
headed for Anchorage on a flight
from Europe, via Iceland, on its
way to Tokyo. As the aircraft en-
tered U.S. airspace at the junction

and baby were doing fine today,
planning to go home to meet ol
brother Luis Jr., age9.

Luis Estrada Sr., howev,
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of the Canadian border and the
Beaufort Sea. the pilot reported
seeing unusual white and yellow
flashing lights.

The lights were approximately
eight miles away, at the same alti-
tude of 35,000 feet and traveling at
the same speed and in the same di-
rection as the JAL plane, the pilot
reported.

Steucke said the pilot called the
air traffic control center, and

‘‘He was all excited,” Linda saj

The second baby born
county arrived at Unive

strange lights

asked if there was any reported
traffic in the vicinity. A controller
replied that there was no known
traffic in the area, but that he had
an unidentified blip on his radar.

Steucke said a subsequent re-
view of the radar tapes did not re-
veal any such object, but that the
controller insisted it was there.

As the lights kept pace with the
747, the pilot requested permission
to change altitude. As he descend-
ed to 31,000 feet, the lights followed
“in formation,” Steucke said.

The pilot then requested permis-
sion to make a 360-degree turn to
see if the lights would follow. Upon
completing the maneuver, the pilot
reported losing contact with the
lights.
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